
  

 

 
 

 
MEMORIAL ENTRANCES AND MAINTENANCE OF 

HERALDIC PANELS 
 

 
 
Introduction  
 
As every ‘King George’s Field’ (KGF) forms part of the national memorial to His Late 
Majesty King George V, it was, and still remains, an essential condition that the land is 
legally dedicated as such, and that the terms of its tenure should ensure its 
preservation for public recreation.  It was also a condition that for every scheme the 
Foundation’s architect should approve the design of the entrance on which the Heraldic 
Panels were to be displayed.  The governing factor with regard to the design of the 
entrance was ‘appropriateness’ – simple designs of character and materials suited to 
the neighbourhood.  The local bodies were encouraged to employ an architect of their 
own choice, but, where desired, the Foundation’s architect gave the necessary 
guidance. 
 
The history regarding the importance of memorial entrances and their purpose goes 
back over six decades.  On the 3 November 1936, the King George’s Fields Foundation 
(KGFF) was constituted as a charitable trust to give effect to the scheme.  The objects 
of the trust were “to promote and to assist in the establishment of playing fields for the  
use and enjoyment of the people throughout the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland”.  All the playing fields were to be styled and called ‘King George’s 
Field’ and were to be distinguished by heraldic panels of a specific nature. 
 
These heraldic panels were issued, free of charge, as a gift by the Foundation to all 
approved schemes and became the official emblems of the national memorial to the 
Late Sovereign. 
 
Although there was no set recommendation on the design of memorial entrances as a 
suitable tribute, it was agreed that every field should bear a unique insignia which 
would associate it forever with the Sovereign it sought to commemorate. 

 



  

 

 
Designs to be approved by the Foundation 
 
The arrangements between the Foundation and the National Playing Fields Association 
(NPFA), the national voluntary organisation which, since 1925, was the recognised 
authority on all playing fields matters, were as follows: 
 
�  Playing fields were to be acquired locally, planned, equipped, maintained and 

safeguarded for recreational purposes with the help of a Grant-in-aid Policy set up 
on 1 March 1937. 

�  All schemes, or proposals for schemes, were submitted in the first instance to the 
Foundation.  Those which became eligible to become a ‘King George’s Field’ were 
remitted for inspection and report.  The Foundation’s final approval of each scheme 
for official recognition as a ‘King George’s Field’ carried with it the provision of 
heraldic panels,      and the grant to be given. 

 
The NPFA’s, as Trustee of the Foundation, approval is still sought for any schemes or 
proposals for King George’s Fields. 
 
The Foundation, in pursuance of its national memorial purpose, had to prescribe certain 
conditions as to the design of the entrance.  Highly ornate and expensive entrances 
were not encouraged.  For many schemes designs were adopted by the local bodies to 
meet the Foundation’s minimum requirements.  In this instance, local conditions and 
local materials were taken into consideration as an essential part of the design. 
 
The width, material and size of entrances were governed by the size of the particular 
field, and by the size of community most 
likely to use it.  It was suggested that wherever possible the actual gates should be set 
back from the boundary line of the field next to the road so as to provide a clear space 
outside for children leaving the field.  In cases where a field was unfenced no actual 
gates would be necessary but piers bearing the heraldic panels might be placed as 
pylons to mark the most important point of entry. 
 
Consideration also had to be taken into account regarding the type of stone used for 
the pillars.  Particular attention was given to using quality local materials.  For instance, 
stone piers in Bath would have been treated quite differently from those of Derbyshire 
or Cornwall.  In counties where buildings and walls were predominately built of stone, 
the piers would be built of the local stone.  Where a field had a stone wall enclosing it, it 
might well be that piers would be unnecessary and that a simple raising of the wall 
would provide an appropriate setting for the heraldic panels.  Brick piers were built of a 
narrow brick, not machine-pressed brick, and excessive or elaborate mouldings were 
avoided. 
 
The most suitable field entrance for many villages was a wicket or field gate of English 
oak properly framed and pinned, hung to oak posts with hinges wrought by the local 
blacksmith.  Where iron gates were more suitable over-elaboration was to be avoided.  
Designs had to be simple, made of wrought iron, and of such a type as could easily be 
opened and closed by children.  Consideration too had to be given that the gates were 
strong enough to withstand rough and constant usage.  The memorial panels were to 
be set on the upper portion of each gate pier. 
 



  

 

The Heraldic Panels 
 

 
 

Heraldic panels were made of either stone or bronze and, in some cases, brass.  These panels 
were, and still must be, displayed at the main entrance to the field; the Lion panel to be fixed 
on the left of the entrance and the Unicorn panel on the right, except Scotland.  Where the 
piers of the entrance are of brick or stone, the panels were of stone 2ft high by 1ft 6ins broad.  
Where wooden posts form the gate-supports, smaller plaques in bronze were issued - 11¼ins 
high by 8¼ins broad.   
 
In the case of  England, Wales and Northern Ireland which come under a United Kingdom 
umbrella, the panel on the left is the Lion, holding a Royal Shield, with the words ‘George V’ 
underneath, and below them ‘A.D. 1910-1936’; and on the right is the Unicorn holding a similar 
shield with the  words ‘King George’s Field’ underneath.  In the case of Scotland, the relative 
positions of the Lion and the Unicorn are reversed, and the Scottish arms take prior place in 
the Shield and the Unicorn wears a crown.  The wording below is identical. 
 
These panels are essential to the heritage of the Foundation.  Subject to the Deed of 
Dedication, the fields are, in most cases, established on charitable trust and protected in 
‘perpetuity’.  The NPFA will be glad to give initial guidance and the necessary information on 
the specific design.   
 
 
Maintenance of Heraldic Panels 
 
Stone  
Nowadays, pressure-washers are often used to clean all types of stone.  These can be hired or 
portable ones can be purchased in most of the bigger DIY chain stores.  As stone is a natural 
substance unlike brick it is very important to make sure that the pressure-washer is turned on 
at its lowest  pressure level using PLAIN water; use of high pressure could  take the detail out 
of the stone. 
 



  

 

If the pressure cleaning is not feasible, the traditional method of scrubbing with a domestic 
hand brush can be undertaken.  This should be done in three phases.  Firstly, soak the stone 
in clean cold water to loosen any dirt particles in the detail of the stone and wait to dry.  
Secondly, mix some household detergent, e.g. a washing-up liquid, with some clean cold water 
and apply gently using the scrubbing brush.  This will ensure that the delicate detail of the 
panels is not etched away.  Thirdly, rinse off with clean cold water.   
 
If panels have been defaced by graffiti a small amount of household bleach can be applied to 
the above solutions.  
 
Bronze/Brass 
When bronze is exposed to the air it will tarnish quickly and turn brown.  Bronze exposed to 
exterior elements and conditions will turn green.  This discoloration is referred to as patina.  
This process starts within hours of bronze being cleaned.  The only way to impede this 
degradation is by applying a coating to the surface of the metal after it has been cleaned.  
Cleaning and refinishing is integral to bronze and brass maintenance. 
 
Providing the panels do not become too grimed and dirty, then a soft wire brush will remove 
any dirt. Afterwards an application of wax should be very thinly applied.  It is suggested that for 
those not confident in this procedure, wax aerosols e.g. household polish work extremely well.  
If, however, the bronze has deteriorated to too great an extent, the only remedy is to clean the 
bronze completely using wire-wool.  Finish off with a stiff wire brush and re-colour with liver of 
sulphur to retrieve the rich bronze colour and then wax the plaque as above. 
 


