
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14th July 2007 

FL¢ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ DƻǊŘƻƴ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ϻмллƳ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

child the chance of five hours of sport every week 

At Fields in Trust we fit into the category of ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻΣ ƛƴ DƻǊŘƻƴ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ŀǊŜ 

obsessed by sport, chiefly for the sheer enjoyment of it but also because of the many benefits that 

ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

announcement for extra funding for sport: we will be encouraging him to spend a proportion of it 

ƻƴ ǎǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀƴŘ 

discover the enjoyment for themselves. We hope that he will invest in them and protect them for 

the future, because playing fields everywhere need investment and they certainly need 

protection. We are increasingly aware of the threats to playing fields and open spaces. School 

sites have enjoyed comparative immunity since 2004 when the rules impacting on their sale were 

changed, but the Building Schools for the Future programme could change all that. While this 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ ŀ Ŏƻƭƻǎǎŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

that local authorities can have a radical overhaul of their educational provision, closing schools 

and building new ones. Playing fields on closing ones lie outside the 2004 rules so that thousands 

of school playing fields, that may be the only open spaces in a locality with potential to be superb 

community assets, suddenly look very vulnerable.  

We do ask our supporters to let us know when they become aware of a threat to their local 

playing field that arises for the above reason and, indeed, for any other reason. We will always try 

to help local people protect their local outdoor spaces.  

 

Alison Moore-Gwyn 

Chief Executive 

Fields in Trust 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


