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ARE PLAYING FIELDS REALLY PROTECTED? 
 
The Government today released figures claiming that 97% of planning applications affecting 
playing fields resulted in sports provision being either protected or improved.  
 
Fields in Trust applaud the increased investment in sports provision but are concerned that 
the actual position of playing fields in this country is not being accurately represented by 
these figuresΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ aŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ {ǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǇort merges the issues 
of indoor and outdoor sports provision to the detriment of outdoor facilities.  
 
Alison Moore-DǿȅƴΣ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ CƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ ΨLƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
improvements refer to building indoor facilities on previously outdoor sites when these 
issues should be considered independently. Whilst the value of indoor sports facilities is 
undeniable outdoor spaces fulfil a different and equally important function for sport. Playing 
fields are local, accessible and offer a great opportunity for people to participate in sport in a 
ǿƘƻƭŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎΦΩ 
 
{ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ΨFields in Trust work closely with government on these issues and following 
the introduction of new legislation in 1998 real progress has been made in protecting school 
playing fields. Unfortunately, community playing fields are still vulnerable to development 
and there is far too much reliance on the planning system. FIT are firm advocators of seeking 
more imaginative means of protection through contract, land and charity law. Until the 
Department of Communities and Local Government make significant strides to tighten the 
existing planning law and afford community playing fields the same protection that school 

playing fields enjoy, the problem will continue.ô 
 
The threat to playing fields is very real - so far in 2008 Fields in Trust have been notified of 53 
playing fields under threat.  Alison Moore-Gwyn explainsΥ Ψ¢ƘŜse figures really do drive the 
extent of the problem home. At FIT we hear of new threats to playing fields every single 
week and, knowing the damaging effect that loss of these sporting facilities can have, we are 
continuing to work to ensure all fields are awarded better protection for the future than the 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΦΩ 
 
Notes to editors: 
 

- Fields in Trust is the operating name of the National Playing Fields Association 
 

- Fields in Trust is a national charity founded in 1925. We work to improve the protection, 
provision and quality of outdoor recreational spaces for all communities in the UK. 
 

- Fields in Trust is working to produce a national legacy of grassroots sporting facilities by 
2012. We currently protect 1224 fields totalling 8380 acres.  

 
For further information please contact Helen Griffiths, Communications Manager 
helen.griffiths@fieldsintrust.org  
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